IPS Challenge


Shoreline is committed to providing all students with access to challenging, rigorous learning experiences in science.  Most Shoreline students take Integrated Physical Science (IPS) in the 9th grade.  As a vehicle for providing access to a wider array of upper level science courses, the District established means to enable students to challenge IPS by providing evidence of mastery of the state standards covered in the IPS course.  In the spring of their 8th grade year, students may demonstrate proficiency in Integrated Physical Science and enroll in Biology or Honors Biology if they have the recommended math preparation for the course and meet standard on the IPS Challenge Test.  These students must substitute another Lab Science Elective to fulfill the graduation requirement in science.
There are two parts to the IPS challenge process.  The first is the IPS Challenge Test.  This is a multiple-choice and short-answer test of the scientific content knowledge and skills outlined in the Washington State Standards covered in the IPS course.  The test does not assess material from Shoreline 7th and 8th grade science courses.  For a list of concepts and online resources, please go to:
http://learn.shorelineschools.org/spec/wasl/integrated-physical-science-ips-challenge

Students must also demonstrate classroom-based evidence of mastery of lab and process skills and responsibility necessary for success in Biology.  This is assessed through the student’s first semester grade from their 8th grade science class.
To successfully challenge IPS and be able to enroll in Biology, a score of 75% is required to pass the IPS Challenge Test and students must have also earned a grade of B or higher in their science class. It is recommended that students earn a score of 80% or higher on the IPS Challenge Test and a grade of A in their science class in order to enroll in Honors Biology.

To be successful in Honors, students must already possess an established skill base which includes: basic algebra, above grade level reading in English, and writing that communicates ideas with a high level of supporting detail and attention to standard English writing conventions.  Students must be willing to work at a faster pace and explore topics in greater depth.  In addition, there are required summer homework assignments for Honors Science courses.
Kellogg Middle School will be offering the IPS Challenge Test to 8th graders during their Honors Science class on Tuesday, May 26th or Wednesday May 27th.  If you are not currently taking Honors Science 8, please fill out the information on the Opt-in form by May 15, 2015.
Opt-in form for current Kellogg Middle School students in Science 8
Student Name: _________________________________________________________________







(Last, first)

Student’s 8th grade science teacher’s name: __________________________________________

Class period you have 8th grade science (circle):  
1
2
3
4
5
6

Please return this form to your science teacher by May 15, 2015
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Opt-in form for students not currently enrolled at Cascade K-8, Einstein Middle School, or Kellogg Middle School

Student Name: _________________________________________________________________







(Last, first)

Preferred testing location and date (circle one):

Kellogg
May 26 AM

May 26 PM

May 27 AM

May 27 PM

Cascade
June 2

Einstein
June 10 AM
 
June 10 PM

June 11 AM

June 11 PM

Name of school currently attending or homeschool: ____________________________________

High school you plan on attending next year (circle one):
Shorecrest

Shorewood

Home mailing address and zipcode: ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Best daytime phone number to reach you: ____________________________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________________________

Please provide this information by May 15, 2015 to Spencer Glushak, Assessment and Highly Capable Specialist, at 206-393-4771 or spencer.glushak@shorelineschools.org
